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HISTORY TALKS BLOCK I 

"The Fairytale Project": A Look into the Creative Process of Black Storytelling 
Stacey Allen | Nia’s Daughters Movement Collective 

“The Fairytale Project” takes a look into the Creative Process of Black Storytelling. The “Fairytale 

Project” is a historically inspired tale of a young African American family re-connecting with their East 

Texas roots. With peculiar encounters with the past- the family cherishes the things that matter the 

most- family, faith, love and legacy. The “Fairytale Project” is inspired by the historical accounts of 

Jim and Winnie Shankle. Jim, Winnie, and their children were separated when Winnie’s master sold 

her and their children to a slaveholder in Deep East Texas. Unwilling to live without his family, Jim 

Shankle tested his faith by escaping slavery and making the journey to East Texas through dense 

forests and the Mississippi River. Reuniting under a Sycamore tree, the reunited couple along with 

other community members founded “Shankleville” which is one of Texas’ many Freedom Colonies. 

Their descendants honor and commemorate their resilience, bravery, and LOVE. This project 

explores where the past and the future meet and what it means to “be present” while being mindful 

of the past and hopeful for the future weaving together central themes of Black Glory, Black Nature, 

Black Stability, Black Joy, Black Success, and Black Freedom. 

Education in Austin’s Freedom Colonies 
Roxanne Evans | Evans Communication 
Freedmen’s settlements, with their locations often hidden in remote, isolated areas and with their 

self-sufficient economies, formerly enslaved Texans were often able to avoid sharecropping, debt 

bondage and even white violence. That allowed these young communities to focus on uplift: family, 

tradition, religion, and education. These communities often unified around churches and schools. 

Founded in the 1870s and 1880s, Black Freedom Colony schools in Austin/Travis County thrived 

under the control and management of African Americans. However, despite the early commitment to 

education post-slavery, there were barriers to a quality education for African Americans in Austin. 

This presentation will explore how schools in the Austin Independent School District remain 

stubbornly segregated today and continue to experience inequities in funding, programming, staffing, 

and facilities that create performance challenges. 

Documentary Screening: “Raise Your Head Up” 
Richard Orton | Bootstrap Films, LLC 
This presentation will introduce the film, "Raise Your Head Up!" made by Richard Orton and Peyton 

Paulette.  It features descendants of the founders of four Freedom Colonies in East Texas: County 

Line (Nacogdoches County), Dixie and Mount Union (Jasper County), and Shankleville (Newton 

County) and introduces an aspect of  American history that is still relatively unknown, that many 

emancipated African Americans had the agency to create their own communities out of slavery.  The 

presentation provide a snippet of the film as it is still under construction. 
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HISTORY TALKS BLOCK II 

Beyond the Grave: Rethinking Community 
Jasmine Lee | Descendants of Olivewood 
Incorporated in 1875, Olivewood cemetery has much to offer in the way of documenting an African 

American community post Emancipation. Our work maintaining the space and the ongoing 

scholarship with our university partners and public historians has expanded our knowledge of the 

community at rest in Olivewood and given us a chance to reflect on the growing community of 

support. This presentation will discuss the ways in which descendants of Olivewood have connected 

living communities to the ancestors at rest in Olivewood. One way we have done this through 

partnering with a local college and giving young scholars the opportunity to hone their skills in the 

field. 

Sustainable Forestry and African American Land Retention (SFLR) Program 
Clarence Bunch, Ph.D. | Prairie View A&M University,  

Cooperative Extension Program Agriculture & Natural Resources 
The SFLR Program is a new program birthed in 2012 to address the land loss and wealth disparity of 

African American Forest Land Owners.  For many years, the Black Belt of the South was defined as 

the most predominant poverty-stricken area among African Americans.  It was declared that more 

than 16 million acres were tied in Heirs property in the Black Belt.  As a result, this led to a 

downward trend of land loss to African American farmers. The land was lost because of legal and 

financial difficulties imposed by the government.  In addition, the land was lost because of the 

Ownership structure. This presentation discusses on the SFLR Program has evolved to assist 

landowners land retention and in wealth building.  It is designed to help enlighten African American 

forest landowners about ways to retain land in the family and how the forest land can be used for 

wealth building. 

My Legacy Restoration Project 
‘Lola’ Kelly Wilcox Moore | The Wilcox & Moore Legacy Restoration Project 
'Lola' Kelly W. Moore is a fifth generation Wilcox-Moore Freedmen's Settlement descendant. She's a 

born griot – a sacred storyteller/writer - who's working on her “Legacy Restoration Project” that 

includes The Wilcox Ranch founded by her great, great grandfather one hundred and fifty-one years 

ago. The Ranch is located in Jake's Colony, a Freedmen's Settlement which was once home to 

seventy working Black-owned ranches. Today the Wilcox Ranch is the last working Black-owned 

ranch in Jake's Colony. As she restores her inherited legacy, she simultaneously creates her own. 

‘Lola’ will share stories from her lived experiences as a descendant as well as creative ideas about 

how each of us can begin doing likewise. She will also share snippets of her work as a "Repairer of 

The Breach" in her lineage. 
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WORKSHOPS 

Juneteenth Jamboree: From Free Place to Displace 
Michael Emery | Austin PBS, KLRU-TV 
With the Galveston landing of U.S. Army Gen. Gordon Granger in 1865, slavery in Texas ended. 

African bondsmen became freedmen, and women and children likewise became African Americans. 

Many left the plantations to join freedom colonies; others sought out opportunities in cities and 

towns. This presentation will explore the questions raised around the consequences of gentrification 

and rising property values that challenge new generations in the PBS/KLRU-TV documentary 

available in the On-Demand content. Workshop panelists include Fred McGhee, Ph.D. (author & 

archeologist), Michelle Mears (author), Stuart Hersh (housing consultant), and Jennifer Steverson 

(Environmental Program Coordinator) moderated by Michael Emery.  

The Ransom Williams Farmstead and Freedom Colony Diaspora 
Rebekah Dobrasko | Texas Department of Transportation, 

Environmental Affairs 
The Texas Department of Transportation led a team of archeologists, historians, and ethnographers 

in uncovering the history of the Ransom Williams family, associated freedom colonies, and 

descendant communities associated with rural Travis and Hays Counties, south of Austin. As part of 

TxDOT's transportation project planning, the agency uncovered the remains of a farmstead in 

southern Travis County. Research indicated the farm belonged to Ransom Williams, a formerly 

enslaved man, and his family. Further research unveiled the way Williams made his money that 

enabled him to buy land, relationships between Williams and surrounding landowners and freedom 

colonies, and traced his family's and community's move from a rural farmstead into urban east 

Austin. This session highlights the archeology, landscape studies, research into African American 

newspapers, and oral histories around the farm and community. Discuss why the Texas Department 

of Transportation must research Texas history and uncover important Texas historic places as part of 

its transportation planning and project process. Learn how to find out where Texas is planning 

transportation projects and what to do if you know of a historic place or community in our project 

areas. 

“To Elevate”: The Legacy of Huston-Tillotson University 
Greg Farrar | Austin Parks and Recreation 
“To Elevate” demonstrates the legacy of Huston-Tillotson University, an HBCU (Historically Black 

College/University) in Austin, Texas. The exhibit tells the story of those that planted the seeds of 

Huston-Tillotson’s beginnings, those that carefully tended and spent their life’s energy on managing, 

improving, and building upon HT, as well as those that continue to pass the torch onward in the 

elevation of its mission. The story map features video, photography, digital maps, and other 

multimedia content to honor and document these leaders, faculty, and alumni. They have raised 

each other up through commitment to their community, its people, and its future. “To Elevate” 

celebrates education, which gives people the power to create their own lives and legacies, often 

against what societies and norms of a time would allow or comprehend. This exhibit is a 

collaboration with the Downs-Jones Library and Archives at Huston-Tillotson University. 
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